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SECTION A

Blood Relations

21 MCQ - 21 questions
| 21 previous-year questions on blood relations. Sorted newest year first.

1. Pointing to a photograph, Ram said, “He is the only son of only daughter of my
grandfather.” How is Ram related to the man in the photograph?

(A) Brother
(B) Cousin
(C) Brother-in-law

(D) Can’t be determined

Check Solution > [2025]

2.  Sheena said that Kawan's grandson is the only son of her sister. How is Kawan related
to Sheena if Kawan has a wife?

(A) Father
(B) Father-in-law
(C) Uncle

(D) Cannot be determined

Check Solution > [2025]

3. Aintroduces B as "She is the wife of the grandson of father of my father". What is the
relationship of B with A?
(A) Sister-in-law
(B) Daughter
(C) Sister
(D) Mother

Check Solution > [2024]
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DIRECTIONS (Qs. 49-50): Study the following information carefully to answer the
questions that follow: Adhir Mishra has three children: Urmila, Raghu and Sumit.
Sumit married Roma, the eldest daughter of Mr. And Mrs. Mohan. The Mohans
married their youngest daughter to the eldest son of Mr. and Mrs. Sharma and they
had two children Sandeep and Shaifali. The Mohans have two more children, Roshan
and Bimla, both elder to Sheila. Sohan and Shivendar are sons of Sumit and Roma.
Leela is the daughter of Sandeep. How is Mrs. Mohan related to Sumit?

(A) Aunt

(B) Mother-in-law
(C) Mother

(D) Sister-in-law

Check Solution > [2024]

DIRECTION (Q. 60): Study the following information carefully and answer the below
questions. A family consists of eight members and three married couples. No single
parent has a child. K is the father of H. M is the only son of N. K is the brother-in-law
of M. K does not have any siblings. M is the uncle of P. Q is the mother of the M's. N is
the maternal grandfather of C's son. G is the sister-in-law of C and daughter-in-law of
Q. P and G are of the same gender. M's sister has only one son. Who among the
following person is the sister of H?

(A) K
(B) M
€ G
(D) P

Check Solution > [2022]

A's mother is sister of B and daughter of C. D is daughter of B and sister of E. How is
C related to E?

(A) Father

(B) Grandfather

(C) Grandmother

(D) Either Grandfather or Grandmother

Check Solution > [2021]
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There are six persons A, B, C, D, E and F. C is the sister of F. B is the brother of E's
husband. D is the father of A and the grandfather of F. There are two fathers, three
brothers and a mother in the group. How many male members are there in the
group?

(A) One

(B) Two

(C) Three

(D) Four

Check Solution > [2020]

A + B means A is sister of B. A/B means A is son of B. A = B means A is brother of B, A
@ B means A is father of B. Which of the following shows M is grandson of P?

(A) P=B@M+N@s

B) LoaM@N=K/P

(C) M/T+]J=L@P

(D) P@B=S@M=N

Check Solution > [2019]

Kishore says, "that man's father is my father's son". How is the man related to
Kishore?

(A) Brother

(B) Son

(C) Father

(D) Grand Father

Check Solution > [2019]
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10.

11.

12.

If Golu is son of Molu, Molu and Polu are sisters, Pillu is Polu's mother, Gannu is son
of Pillu, which of the following statements is definitely true?

(A) Golu and Gannu are cousins
(B) Golu's nephew is Gannu
(C) Golu's maternal uncle is Gannu

(D) None of the option is correct

Check Solution > [2018]

Vikas was showing a photograph to his friend and pointed to a boy and told the
following statement "His name is Atul and his maternal grandfather's brother is my
maternal grandfather's sister's son." How is Atul related to Vikas?

(A) They are brothers
(B) Vikasisthe uncle of Atul
(C) They are distant cousins

(D) None of the above

Check Solution > [2015]

There was a party organized and the following members attended the party: Sheela,
Amruta, Rohit, Rahul, Ajey, Ranveer and Gauri. Sheela is mother-in-law of Amruta,
who is sister-in-law of Rohit. Rahul is the father of Ajey. Ajey is the brother of Rohit.
Ranveer is the only brother of Rahul and the father-in-law of Gauri. Gauri was
married to Rohit. How is Sheela related to Ranveer?

(A) cousin
(B) mother
(C) sister

(D) none of the above

Check Solution > [2015]
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13.

14.

15.

Read the following information and answer the questions given below it: ‘A + B’
means ‘A is the daughter of B’; ‘A x B’ means ‘A is the son of B’; ‘A - B’ means ‘A is the
wife of B’; If P x Q - S, which of the following is true?

(A) Siswifeof Q.

(B) Sisfather of P.

(C) Pisdaughter of Q.
(D) None of these

Check Solution > [2014]

In a joint family, there are father, mother, 3 married sons and one unmarried
daughter. Of the sons, two have 2 dauthers each, and one has a son. How many
female members are there in the family?

A) 2

(B) 3

(C) 6

(D) 9

Check Solution > [2014]

A woman introduces a man as the son of the brother of her mother. How is the man
related to the woman?

(A) Nephew
(B) son
(C) cousin

(D) uncle

Check Solution > [2013]
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16.

17.

18.

Each child in a family has at least 4 brothers and 3 sisters. What is the smallest
number of children the family might have?

a) 7
(B) 8
@ 9
(D) 10

Check Solution > [2008]

Consider the following statements and answer the question. M, N, O and P are all
different individuals. M is the daughter of N. N is the son of O. O is the father of P.
Which among the following statements is contradictory to above premises?

(A) Pisthe father of M.

(B) O has three children.

(C) M has one brother.

(D) M isthe granddaughter of O.

Check Solution > [2008]

At a family reunion were the following people: one grandfather, one grandmother,
two fathers, two mothers, four children, three grandchildren, one brother, two
sisters, two sons, two daughters, one father-in-law, one mother-in-law, and one
daughter-in-law. But not as many people attended as it sounds. How many person
were there?

(A) 5

(B) 10

(C) 15

D) 7

Check Solution > [2007]
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19.

20.

21.

A,B,C, D, E, F and G are the members of a family consisting of 4 adults and 3
children, two of whom, F and G are girls, A and D are brothers and A is doctor. E is
an engineer married to one of the brothers and has two children. B is married to D
and G is their child. Who is C?

(A) G's Father

(B) F's Father

(C) E's Daughter

(D) A'sSon

Check Solution > [2006]

Read the following information carefully and then answer the questions given
below: P # Q means P is the father of Q P + Q means P is the mother of Q P - Q means
P is the brother of Q P * Q means P is the sister of QIf A+ B#C - D, then Ais D's

(A) Sister

(B) Grandfather
(C) Grandmother
(D) Father

Check Solution > [2006]

Read the following information carefully and then answer the questions given
below: P # Q means P is the father of Q P + Q means P is the mother of Q P - Q means
P is the brother of Q P * Q means P is the sister of Q Which of the following shows
that A is the Aunt of E?

(A) A-B+C#D*E

(B) A*B#C*D-E

(C) A#B*C+D-E

(D) A+B-C*D#4E

Check Solution > [2006]
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SELF-CHECK

Answer Key

All MCQs at a glance

Attempt the MCQs first, then check here. Tap any question number to open its
full worked solution.

Q1B Q5D Q9B Q13B Q17A Q21B
Q2D Q6D Q10C Q14D Q18D
Q3A Q7D Q11C Q15C Q19D
Q4B Q8D Q12D Q16C Q20C

WORKED ANSWERS

Detailed Solutions

Every question worked step by step

Each card restates the question, shows the answer, then the full working. Use "Back
to Q n'" to return.

Q1

Pointing to a photograph, Ram said, “He is the only son of only daughter of my
grandfather.” How is Ram related to the man in the photograph?

(A) Brother

(B) Cousin

(C) Brother-in-law

(D) Can’t be determined

[2025]

SOLUTION

QUICK SOLUTION

Reading a relation chain from the far end backwards - Blood Relations

Start at the grandfather and walk inwards. His only daughter is the aunt, so her
only son is a cousin.

DETAILED SOLUTION

Work the phrase from the far end: 'my grandfather' is the anchor.
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His only daughter can be read two ways. If she were Ram's own mother, her only son
would be Ram himself, and a man cannot point at a photograph and describe himself
in the third person.

So she is Ram's father's sister, that is his aunt.

Her only son is therefore Ram's cousin.

TIP

Always test the reading that makes the speaker the answer. Ruling it out is usually
what fixes the chain, and it is the step most candidates skip.

Final answer. Ram is the man's cousin, so the answer is (B).

< Back to Q1

Q2

Sheena said that Kawan's grandson is the only son of her sister. How is Kawan related to
Sheena if Kawan has a wife?

(A) Father

(B) Father-in-law

(C) Uncle

(D) Cannot be determined

[2025]

SOLUTION

QUICK SOLUTION

When the chain leaves the side of the family open - Blood Relations

Kawan is the grandfather of Sheena's nephew, but nothing fixes which side of
that boy's family Kawan sits on.

DETAILED SOLUTION

Sheena's sister's only son is Kawan's grandson, so Kawan is a grandparent of Sheena's
nephew.

Kawan has a wife, so Kawan is male, which makes him that boy's grandfather.
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A boy has two grandfathers. If Kawan is the father of Sheena's sister, he is Sheena's
father. If he is the father of the sister's husband, he is only the sister's father-in-law

and is no blood relation of Sheena at all.

Nothing in the statement chooses between the two, so the relationship cannot be

determined.

CONCEPT

A grandparent link always branches two ways. Unless the question names the
mother's side or the father's side, expect 'cannot be determined' to be live.

Final answer. The relationship cannot be determined, so the answer is (D).

< Back to Q2

Q3

A introduces B as "She is the wife of the grandson of father of my father". What is the
relationship of B with A?
(A) Sister-in-law
(B) Daughter
(C) Sister
(D) Mother
[2024]

SOLUTION

QUICK SOLUTION

Grandson of your own grandfather - Blood Relations

Father of my father is the grandfather, and his grandsons are the speaker and the

speaker's brothers.

DETAILED SOLUTION

'Father of my father'is A's grandfather.
A grandson of A's grandfather is A himself, or one of A's brothers or male cousins.

B is the wife of that grandson. A is introducing B rather than presenting his own wife,

so the grandson is A's brother.

The wife of A's brother is A's sister-in-law.
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TIP

'Grandson of my grandfather' almost always resolves to the speaker or a brother.
Both readings collapse to the same answer here, since a spouse's spouse-in-law is
still a sister-in-law.

Final answer. B is A's sister-in-law, so the answer is (A).

< Back to Q3

Q4

DIRECTIONS (Qs. 49-50): Study the following information carefully to answer the questions
that follow: Adhir Mishra has three children: Urmila, Raghu and Sumit. Sumit married
Roma, the eldest daughter of Mr. And Mrs. Mohan. The Mohans married their youngest
daughter to the eldest son of Mr. and Mrs. Sharma and they had two children Sandeep and
Shaifali. The Mohans have two more children, Roshan and Bimla, both elder to Sheila.
Sohan and Shivendar are sons of Sumit and Roma. Leela is the daughter of Sandeep. How is
Mrs. Mohan related to Sumit?

(A) Aunt

(B) Mother-in-law

(C) Mother

(D) Sister-in-law

[2024]

SOLUTION

QUICK SOLUTION

Pulling one link out of a long family description - Blood Relations

Ignore everything except the sentence that names both Sumit and the Mohans.

DETAILED SOLUTION

The passage lists many people, but only one sentence connects Sumit to the Mohans:
Sumit married Roma, the eldest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Mohan.

So Roma is Sumit's wife and Mrs. Mohan is Roma's mother.

The mother of a man's wife is his mother-in-law.
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TIP

Long family passages usually carry one sentence per question. Find the sentence
naming both people before drawing any tree.

Final answer. Mrs. Mohan is Sumit's mother-in-law, so the answer is (B).

< Back to Q4

Q5

DIRECTION (Q. 60): Study the following information carefully and answer the below
questions. A family consists of eight members and three married couples. No single parent
has a child. K is the father of H. M is the only son of N. K is the brother-in-law of M. K does
not have any siblings. M is the uncle of P. Q is the mother of the M's. N is the maternal
grandfather of C's son. G is the sister-in-law of C and daughter-in-law of Q. P and G are of
the same gender. M's sister has only one son. Who among the following person is the sister of
H?

(A)
(B)
()
(D)

MO 2 =

[2022]

SOLUTION

QUICK SOLUTION

Fixing an eight-member family from in-law clues - Blood Relations

K having no siblings forces K to be married into the family, which unlocks the
rest.

DETAILED SOLUTION

K is M's brother-in-law and has no siblings, so K cannot be the brother of M's spouse;

K must have married M's sister.

M is the only son of N, and Q is M's mother, so N and Q are a couple and M's sister is
their daughter.

G is Q's daughter-in-law, and Q's only son is M, so G is M's wife.
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M's sister has only one son, and K is the father of H, so H is that son. P must then be

K's other child, and since P and G share a gender, P is female.

P is therefore H's sister.

TIP

'Has no siblings' is never decoration in these puzzles. It is the clue that decides
whether a person is blood or married in.

Final answer. P is the sister of H, so the answer is (D).

< Back to Q5

Q6

A's mother is sister of B and daughter of C. D is daughter of B and sister of E. How is C
related to E?

(A) Father

(B) Grandfather

(C) Grandmother

(D) Either Grandfather or Grandmother

[2021]

SOLUTION

QUICK SOLUTION

A grandparent whose gender is never stated - Blood Relations

C is the parent of B, and E is B's child, so C is E's grandparent. Nothing gives C's

gender.

DETAILED SOLUTION

A's mother is the sister of B and the daughter of C, so C is the parent of both A's
mother and B.

D is the daughter of B and the sister of E, so E is also a child of B.
C is therefore the parent of B, who is the parent of E, making C a grandparent of E.

No statement says whether C is male or female, so C is either the grandfather or the

grandmother.
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COMMON MISTAKE

Names like A, B and C carry no gender. If the chain never states it, the answer has to keep
both possibilities open.

Final answer. C is either E's grandfather or grandmother, so the answer is (D).

< Back to Q6

Q7

There are six persons A, B, C, D, E and F. C is the sister of F. B is the brother of E's husband.
D is the father of A and the grandfather of F. There are two fathers, three brothers and a
mother in the group. How many male members are there in the group?

(A) One

(B) Two

(C) Three

(D) Four

[2020]

SOLUTION

QUICK SOLUTION

Counting members against a stated role tally - Blood Relations

Use the tally of two fathers, three brothers and one mother as a constraint to test
the assignment.

DETAILED SOLUTION

Cis F's sister so C is female, and E has a husband so E is female. That leaves A, B, D

and F to be male if the tally is to work.

D is the father of A and the grandfather of F, so A is F's parent. Taking A as male and
married to E makes B, the brother of E's husband, A's brother.

Check the tally: two fathers are D and A; three brothers are A and B to each other plus

F as C's brother; one mother is E.

So the male members are A, B, D and F, which is four.
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TIP

The role tally is the answer key in disguise. Assign genders, then verify every count
before committing.

Final answer. There are four male members, so the answer is (D).

& Back to Q7

Q8
A + B means A is sister of B. A/B means A is son of B. A = B means A is brother of B, A @ B
means A is father of B. Which of the following shows M is grandson of P?
(A) P=B@M+N@s
B) L@AM@N=K/P
(C) M/T+J=L@P
(D) P@B=S@M=N
[2019]

SOLUTION

QUICK SOLUTION

Testing coded relation chains one option at a time - Blood Relations

Decode each option and stop at the one that puts two father links between P and
M.

DETAILED SOLUTION

A grandson link needs P to be the parent of someone who is the parent of M, with M
male.

Option (A) makes M a sister, so M is female and cannot be a grandson.

Option (B) puts M and P as parents of the same generation, not two generations

apart.
Option (C) makes M a nephew of L, not a grandson of P.

Option (D) reads P is father of B, B is brother of S, S is father of M. So P is also S's
father, and S is M's father, which makes M the grandson of P.
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TIP

Sketch each option as arrows before judging it. Two generation steps plus a male
end point is the whole test for 'grandson'.

Final answer. Option (D) shows M is the grandson of P, so the answer is (D).

< Back to Q8

Q9

Kishore says, "that man's father is my father's son". How is the man related to Kishore?

(A) Brother

(B) Son

(C) Father

(D) Grand Father

[2019]

SOLUTION

QUICK SOLUTION
My father's son is me - Blood Relations

Resolve the inner phrase first: my father's son is the speaker himself.

DETAILED SOLUTION

'My father's son'is Kishore himself, since a man's father's son is either him or his

brother, and no brother is mentioned.
So the statement reduces to: that man's father is Kishore.

If Kishore is the man's father, the man is Kishore's son.

COMMON MISTAKE

Resolve the innermost phrase before the outer one. Reading it outwards is what turns this
into the wrong answer of 'brother’.

Final answer. The man is Kishore's son, so the answer is (B).

< Back to Q9
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Q10

If Golu is son of Molu, Molu and Polu are sisters, Pillu is Polu's mother, Gannu is son of
Pillu, which of the following statements is definitely true?

(A) Golu and Gannu are cousins

(B) Golu's nephew is Gannu

(C) Golu's maternal uncle is Gannu

(D) None of the option is correct

[2018]

SOLUTION

QUICK SOLUTION

Testing which statement is forced by the tree - Blood Relations

Build the small tree, then check each option against it rather than guessing.

DETAILED SOLUTION
Pillu is the mother of Polu, and Molu and Polu are sisters, so Pillu is also Molu's
mother.

Gannu is Pillu's son, so Gannu is the brother of Molu and Polu.

Golu is Molu's son, so Gannu is the brother of Golu's mother, that is Golu's maternal

uncle.

Checking the others: Golu and Gannu are uncle and nephew rather than cousins, and

Gannu is not Golu's nephew.

COMMON MISTAKE

Cousins share a grandparent; an uncle is one generation up. Mixing the two is the
commonest error in this question type.

Final answer. Golu's maternal uncle is Gannu, so the answer is (C).

< Back to Q10

Qcollegedunias 18



Q11

Vikas was showing a photograph to his friend and pointed to a boy and told the following
statement "His name is Atul and his maternal grandfather's brother is my maternal
grandfather's sister's son." How is Atul related to Vikas?

(A) They are brothers

(B) Vikas is the uncle of Atul

(C) They are distant cousins

(D) None of the above

[2015]

SOLUTION

QUICK SOLUTION

A chain long enough to make the link distant - Blood Relations

Count the generation steps on each side. They do not meet as siblings or as close
cousins.

DETAILED SOLUTION
Atul's maternal grandfather's brother is one person, call him X.
The same X is Vikas's maternal grandfather's sister's son.

So X's mother is the sister of Vikas's maternal grandfather, which makes X a first

cousin of Vikas's mother.

X is also the brother of Atul's maternal grandfather, so Atul sits two generations

below X's own generation.

The two are related, but through a great-grandparental link, so they are distant

cousins.

CONCEPT

When a chain runs past four links, the answer is usually a distant relation rather
than a named one. Count the steps before hunting for a label.

Final answer. They are distant cousins, so the answer is (C).

& Backto Q11
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Q12

There was a party organized and the following members attended the party: Sheela,
Amruta, Rohit, Rahul, Ajey, Ranveer and Gauri. Sheela is mother-in-law of Amruta, who is
sister-in-law of Rohit. Rahul is the father of Ajey. Ajey is the brother of Rohit. Ranveer is the
only brother of Rahul and the father-in-law of Gauri. Gauri was married to Rohit. How is

Sheela related to Ranveer?
(A) cousin

(B) mother

(C) sister

(D) none of the above

[2015]

SOLUTION

QUICK SOLUTION
Spotting that no offered label fits - Blood Relations

Work out Sheela's actual relation to Ranveer, then check it against the options.

DETAILED SOLUTION

Rahul is the father of Ajey, and Ajey is the brother of Rohit, so Rahul is the father of
both.

Sheela is Amruta's mother-in-law and Amruta is Rohit's sister-in-law, so Amruta
married Rohit's brother Ajey. That makes Sheela Ajey's mother, and so Rahul's wife.

Ranveer is Rahul's only brother, so Sheela is Ranveer's sister-in-law.

Sister-in-law is not among cousin, mother or sister, so none of the options is correct.

COMMON MISTAKE

Derive the relation before reading the options. Forcing your answer into one of the three
named labels is exactly the trap here.

Final answer. None of the offered relations fits, so the answer is (D).

& Back to Q12
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Q13

Read the following information and answer the questions given below it: ‘A + B’ means ‘A is
the daughter of B’; ‘A x B’ means ‘A is the son of B’; ‘A - B’ means ‘A is the wife of B; If Px Q -
S, which of the following is true?

(A) Siswife of Q.

(B) Sis father of P.

(C) Pisdaughter of Q.

(D) None of these

[2014]

SOLUTION

QUICK SOLUTION

Decoding a two-symbol chain - Blood Relations

Substitute each symbol in order, then read the options against what you get.

DETAILED SOLUTION

The chainis P xQ - S.

P x Q means P is the son of Q, so P is male and Q is a parent.

Q - Smeans Q is the wife of S, so Q is female and S is her husband.
Q is therefore P's mother and S is P's father.

Checking the options: S is the husband not the wife of Q, P is a son not a daughter,
and S is indeed the father of P.

TIP

Each symbol fixes a gender as well as a relation. Writing the gender down as you
decode stops the son and daughter options being confused.

Final answer. S is the father of P, so the answer is (B).

& Backto Q13
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Q14

In a joint family, there are father, mother, 3 married sons and one unmarried daughter. Of
the sons, two have 2 dauthers each, and one has a son. How many female members are there
in the family?

(A)
(B)
(©)
(D)

o O w N

[2014]

SOLUTION

QUICK SOLUTION

Counting the women in a described household - Blood Relations

List every female role the description forces, including the wives that the
married sons imply.

DETAILED SOLUTION

The household holds the father, the mother, three married sons and one unmarried
daughter.

Each married son has a wife, so there are three daughters-in-law.

Two sons have two daughters each, giving four granddaughters, and the third has a

son, who is male.

Adding the females: the mother, the unmarried daughter, three daughters-in-law and

four granddaughters, which is nine.

COMMON MISTAKE

'Three married sons' silently adds three women. Forgetting the spouses is what produces
the smaller options.

Final answer. There are nine female members, so the answer is (D).

< Back to Q14
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Q15

A woman introduces a man as the son of the brother of her mother. How is the man related

to the woman?
(A) Nephew
(B) son

(C) cousin
(D) uncle

[2013]

SOLUTION

QUICK SOLUTION

Son of the mother's brother - Blood Relations

The brother of her mother is her maternal uncle, so his son is her cousin.

DETAILED SOLUTION

'The brother of her mother' is the woman's maternal uncle.
The man is the son of that uncle.

The son of one's uncle is one's cousin.

COMMON MISTAKE

Uncle's son is a cousin, never a nephew. Nephew runs the other way, down a generation
from the speaker.

Final answer. The man is her cousin, so the answer is (C).

<& Back to Q15

Q16

Each child in a family has at least 4 brothers and 3 sisters. What is the smallest number of
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children the family might have?
(a) 7
(B) 8
C) 9
(D) 10
[2008]

SOLUTION

QUICK SOLUTION

Minimum family size from sibling counts - Blood Relations

Apply the condition to a girl and to a boy separately. Each child is not counted
among its own siblings.

DETAILED SOLUTION

Take a boy. He needs at least four brothers besides himself, so there are at least five

boys.

Take a girl. She needs at least three sisters besides herself, so there are at least four

girls.

Check the cross conditions: with five boys and four girls, a girl has five brothers,
which clears the four required, and a boy has four sisters, which clears the three

required.

The smallest total is therefore 5+4=9.

COMMON MISTAKE

The trap is counting the child itself as one of its own siblings. Applying the rule from a
boy's view and a girl's view separately avoids it.

Final answer. The smallest possible family is nine children, so the answer is (C).

< Back to Q16

Q17

Consider the following statements and answer the question. M, N, O and P are all different
individuals. M is the daughter of N. N is the son of O. O is the father of P. Which among the
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following statements is contradictory to above premises?

(A) Pisthe father of M.
(B) O hasthree children.
(C) M has one brother.

(D) M is the granddaughter of O.
[2008]

SOLUTION

QUICK SOLUTION

Finding the statement that contradicts the premises - Blood Relations

Fix the three given links first, then test each statement for a clash.

DETAILED SOLUTION
The premises give: M is N's daughter, N is O's son, and O is P's father. So N and P are
both children of O, and M is O's granddaughter.

Option (A) says P is the father of M, but M's father is N, and M has only one father.

That is a direct contradiction.

Options (B) and (C) add people the premises neither state nor forbid, so they are

consistent.

Option (D) restates what the premises already imply.

COMMON MISTAKE

'Contradictory' is not the same as 'not stated'. Extra siblings are merely unstated; a second
father is impossible.

Final answer. Option (A) contradicts the premises, so the answer is (A).

& Backto Q17

Q18

At a family reunion were the following people: one grandfather, one grandmother, two
fathers, two mothers, four children, three grandchildren, one brother, two sisters, two sons,

two daughters, one father-in-law, one mother-in-law, and one daughter-in-law. But not as
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many people attended as it sounds. How many person were there?
A) 5

(B) 10

(C) 15

(D) 7

[2007]

SOLUTION

QUICK SOLUTION

One person filling many roles at once - Blood Relations

The roles overlap heavily. Build the smallest family that covers every label at
once.

DETAILED SOLUTION

The question warns that fewer people attended than the list suggests, so each person

must carry several roles.

Take a grandfather and grandmother, their son and his wife, and that couple's

children.

The son is both a father and a son; his wife is both a mother and a daughter-in-law;
the grandmother is a mother and a mother-in-law; the grandfather is a father and a

father-in-law.

With three grandchildren in the youngest generation, every listed role is filled by just

seven people.

CONCEPT

Overlapping-role puzzles are asking for the minimum, not a literal sum. Adding
the labels up gives the largest wrong option every time.

Final answer. Seven people were there, so the answer is (D).

& Back to Q18
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Q19

A, B, C, D, E, F and G are the members of a family consisting of 4 adults and 3 children, two
of whom, F and G are girls, A and D are brothers and A is doctor. E is an engineer married to
one of the brothers and has two children. B is married to D and G is their child. Who is C?

(A) G's Father
(B) F's Father
(C) E's Daughter
(D) A'sSon
[2006]

SOLUTION

QUICK SOLUTION

Placing the last unnamed member of a family - Blood Relations

Fix the four adults, then see which children are left for C to be.

DETAILED SOLUTION

There are four adults and three children, and F and G are girls.

B is married to D, so the engineer E, married to one of the brothers, must be married
to A. The four adults are therefore A, D, E and B, leaving C, F and G as the children.

G is the child of B and D, so E's two children are C and F.

F is a girl, and C is not named among the girls, so C is a boy: the son of E and A.

TIP

Count adults against children first. Once the adult slots are full, every remaining
name is forced into the child group.

Final answer. C is A's son, so the answer is (D).

< Back to Q19

Q20

Read the following information carefully and then answer the questions given below: P # Q
means P is the father of Q P + Q means P is the mother of Q P - Q means P is the brother of Q
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P *Q means P is the sister of QIf A+B#C-D, then AisD's
(A) Sister

(B) Grandfather

(C) Grandmother

(D) Father

[2006]

SOLUTION

QUICK SOLUTION

Reading a three-link coded chain - Blood Relations

Decode left to right and watch which generation each symbol moves you to.

DETAILED SOLUTION

The chainis A+B# C-D.

A + B means A is the mother of B, so A is female.

B # C means B is the father of C, so B is male and C is one generation below B.

C - D means C is the brother of D, so C and D are siblings and both are B's children.

A is the mother of B, who is the parent of D, so A is D's grandmother.

TIP

The first symbol fixes A as female, which decides between grandmother and
grandfather without any further work.

Final answer. A is D's grandmother, so the answer is (C).

& Back to Q20

Q21

Read the following information carefully and then answer the questions given below: P # Q
means P is the father of Q P + Q means P is the mother of Q P - Q means P is the brother of Q
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P * Q means P is the sister of Q Which of the following shows that A is the Aunt of E?
(A) A-B+C#D*E
(B) A*B#C*D-E
(C) A#B*C+D-E
(D) A+B-C*D#E
[2006]

SOLUTION

QUICK SOLUTION

Choosing the chain that makes A an aunt - Blood Relations

An aunt is female and is the sibling of a parent. Test each option for both
conditions.

DETAILED SOLUTION

Two conditions must hold: A must be female, and A must be the sibling of one of E's
parents.

Option (A) opens with A as the brother of B, so A is male and would be an uncle.

Option (C) opens with A as the father of B, so A is male again.

Option (D) makes A the mother of B, and following the chain to E makes A a

grandmother rather than an aunt.

Option (B) reads A is the sister of B, B is the father of C, C is the sister of D, D is the
brother of E. So C, D and E are siblings and B is their father, which makes A the sister
of E's father, that is E's aunt.

TIP

Check the gender symbol first and you can usually discard half the options before
decoding the rest of the chain.

Final answer. Option (B) makes A the aunt of E, so the answer is (B).

& Back to Q21
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