A P hotograph

Shirley Toulson Class // Horrbill

ABOUT THIS POEm

This is a Iyric poem by Shirley Toulson. Lt
looks at an old Pamt'ly phof’oyraph and reflects

on time, memory and loss.

Quiek facts -

— Poet Shirley Toulson

— Form . +ree verse, no Fixed rhyme

— Length : 3 stanzas, /7 lines in all

— Speaer : the poet, looking back in time

What these rotes cover -

— full poem text, stanza by stanza
mtline by line meanfny of every line

= poefic devices vsed in the poem

=t theme, central idea and the poet's tone
— MCERT's own Think it out Zuesﬂons

- Qa Zw’cv( recall RAge for last revision




STRUCTURE OF THE POEMm

The poerm has three stanzas. Each one moves the reader to a
diferent point in time, from a childhood phofoyraph o the

poet's jr:’eﬁ atter her mother's death.

»

Stanza-wise time frame .-

— Stanza / : the photograph, mother as a girl

— Stanza 2 : years later, mother lavghs at it

— Stanza B : present day,_ the mother is dead

Form and .Sf“yle s
The poem s written in free verse. It has no Hixed rhyme

scheme and  no reyular metre, So it reads like natural,

reflective speech.
— written .:'n the Hfirst person, the poef"s own Volice
— moves from past to present in a sfra{ghf’ line

— plain, conversational Ianﬁuaﬂe, almost like talk




FULL TEXT OF THE POEM
Stanza 7 .-

The cardooard shows me how i+ was

When the two girl cousins  went paddlt'ny,
Each one holc/iny orne of my mother's hands,

And she the big girl — some twelve years or so.
All three stood still to smile f'hrouyh their hair

At the uncle with the camera. A sweet face,
My mother's, that was before I was born.

And the sea, which appears to have chanjed less,

Washed their f'erﬂbly transient {eet.

Spot the «ey phrase .-

[ "f‘erﬂ'bly transient +eet’ ]

This phrase sets up the poem's bfg contrast. The sea barely

chanyes, but the y:’rls' Peef, their whole childhood, will rnot last.




Stanza 2 -

Some twenty — thirty — vears later

She'd lavgh at the snapshot. "See Detty

And Dolly," she'd say, ‘and look how they
Dressed us for the beach.” The sea holiday
Was her past, mine is her lavghter. Soth wry
With the laboured ease of loss.

P —— e e e = o e = e =

Motice  the Zuofaﬂon marks. The mother's own words are

Zuof‘ed c/:'red'ly here, as £ she is speaking fto the poet in the

room.

Spot the «ey phrase :-

("Iabourec/ ease of loss” ]

This phrase shows lavghter that looks easy but actvally tooc
r g 7 7

erHfort, a mother Zw'ef'ly copinﬂ with the loss of her own past.



w4 A .

Now she's been dead nearly as many years

As that y:’rl lived. And of this crcumstance

I
i
|
: There is no'f‘hmﬂ to say at all.
|

Lts silence Ssilences.

Glossary (From WNCERT) -

— paddling : walking bare-foot in shallow water

— transient laSHnj only a short time, pass:'nﬂ

NCERT asks students to Hirst guess these meanings from the
poem, then check them .fn a d:'cﬁbnary.

Spot The Kty phrase .-

t’l’ ts silence silences.” ]

This c/osinﬂ line 1s the most Zuof’ecf line of the whole poem.

ﬁemember it exacflyl word for word, for exams.




LINVE BY LINE MEANIMG : STANZA
“The cardboard shows me how it was”
The photograph, printed on stiFF cardooard, shows the poet

exacf'ly how the scene loowed Ionﬂ ago.

“‘When the two ﬂ.r'rl cousinS  went pac{dh'ny,"

T wo yt'rl cousSinS are Seen walm'ny bare-foot in the shallow sea

water.

"Each onre ho!dinj one of my mother's hands,"

Each cousin holds one of the poef"s mother's hands. The

mother stands in the middle.

"And  she the b{y jr'rl, some twelve years or i35y

The poe)‘"s mother was the eldest of the three, about twelve
years old at the time.

= Aote . She wacs the 7@&5 eldest of the three y[r!s

"All three stood still to smile f‘hrou‘gh their hair”
All  three 34)’/5 Sfopped mot/fnj and Smiled, their wind-pblown

hair Fall:'nf across their faces.




LINVE BY LINE MEANIMs : STANZA 7 (wontd.)
"At the uncle with the camera. A Sweet pace,"
They smiled at an uncde who was taking their, phof‘oyraph. The

mother's own face looked sweet and innocent.

"MY mother's, that was betore I was born.”
This  sweet  young face be/onjed to the poet's own mother,

long before the poet herself was born.

"And the sea, which appears to have chanyed i

The sea in the bacb{ﬂround looks almost the same now as ff'.i

did back then.

"Washed their f-erﬂ'bly transient {eet.”

The waves ~washed over the 91)'/5' feet, +eet that, unlike the

sea, would not sfay young for lonﬂ.

Key idea -
Stanza / ends on a contrast: the sea Sfays almost the

same, but the 3:?15' childhood s Qeeh'nj and will not last.




LIME BY LINE MEANIMs :@ STANZA 2
/\’ouyhly twenty or thirty years atter the photograph

taken.

/ lavgh at the snapshot. 'See Betty”

The mother would lavgh while looking at the old Snapsho:}l

po:’nhhy out her cousin Beh‘y.

 "And Dolly,’ she'd say, 'and Ioox how they" ,
She would also name her other cousin Dolly, and joxe about

how the two of them looKed.



LINVE BY LINE MEANING : STANZA 2 (contd)

"Dressed vs for the beach.' The sea holfday"

She lauyhed at how fhey had been dressed +or that old beach
ho/t'day.

"Was her past, mine is her lauyhfer. Both wry”

For the mother, the holfday itself was a memory.-'/:or the

poer, (t is her mother's Iauyhfer that is rnow a memory. Both
memories feel bittersweet.

"W/ith the laboured ease of loss.” .

The /auyhf'er looked RASY and hight, but it tooK real effort.

It was a guiet way of coping with loss.

Key idea :-

The word 'wry' Shows the lavghter s not pure joy, it also

carries a trace of Sadness for time that cannot come back.



LINVE BY LINE MEANIM> @ STANVNZA 3
"NMow she's been dead nearly as many yea:—s”
By now, the poet's mother has been dead for almost as

many yearS.

"As that ju'rl lived. And of this crcumstance”
As the nrumber of years that young girl in the photograph
had once lived. About this fact,

“There is n:::f'hfnﬁ to say at 7l
there s St'mply nof‘h:‘nﬂ lef+ to say. Words cannot hold this

«ind of yriep.

"Tts silence silences.”

The silence around her mother's death ix xo #oftal thot i

silences the poet c0mp/ef'€/7/.
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POETIC DEVICES : PART 7/

fmayery o wesd o R
The poem paints a cdear pictures the two

cousing paddlin\g, the mother's hair blom'nﬂ, the
sea wash:'nﬂ their feet. This uvisval imayery

mawes the old phofoyraph come alive.

.S)/mbo/ r=

The cardooard  photograph is a symbol. Lt
stands for a memory frozen forever, even atter

the people in it have grown old or died.

Contrast .-

The poem sets the unchanging sea against the
girls'  transient feet. Mature stays the same

while human Iife passes guickly.

— this contrast s between nature and wEFsH human transience



POETIC DEVICES : PART 2

Iepetition :-

The last line, 'Its silence silences,' repeats the word silence as
&5

a noun and then as a verb. This shows how deep the grief

(s,

("Ifs silence silences.” j

E@ambmenf’ J-

/l//any lines run on into the nrext without a pauvse, for
example ‘went paddh'ry, /] Each ore holdiny.' This How copies

the way memory Keeps moufnj forward.

Free verse -
The poem has no Fixced rhyme scheme and no reyular metre.

This free verse +orm 911&5 it a nratural, reflective vorce.

Dmloyue I~

The mother's own words are Zuofec/ o(f'recf'ly, 'See Beﬁy and
Dolly,' she'd say. This collozuial c/ialoyue mawes her wvoice +eel

real and personal.
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THEME AAMD CENTRAL IDEA

Central idea - ’ Seemea 4

e S -

An old phof’oyraph leads the poet to think
about time. The sea stays the same, but the
mother's lt'-pe, and later her memory, passes and

ends.

Main themes -

— time and morf'ah'fy
] L
— nature s permanence vs human transience
— the mofher-danhfer bond across two lives
.
— memory captured, and lost, in a photograph

*ﬁrt'ep that goes beyond words

— the poem (s mainly about Happirmess loss and  time




THE POET'S TONE

e a nosfa{gk e

The tome is warm and yem‘le, almost cheeﬂcul, as the poet

-pondly recalls a bf{?hf’ childhood scene by the sea.

Stamea 2 7 wry  i-

The torne turns wry and SoFHy ironic. The mother's Iauyhfer s

real, but it also hides a Zufef sadress for lost time.

Stanza 3 : sombre -

The tore becomes sombre and elegiac. Grief /s so strong that

words fail, and the poem ends in silerce.

— stanza 3's tore is W??fﬂn'eﬁ—sfricv(en and silent

Overall torne shif+ :-
The tome moves in one direction only: nostalgic, to wry, fto
Sombre. Lt never goes bac to I{ghf'ness once stamza 3

beﬂths.



THE THREE PHASES OF THE POEM
WNCERT asks : the three stanzas depict three
different phases. What are they -
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Phase / : Stanza /

The photograph itself : mother as a twelve
year old 9, paddh'nj with her cousins.

Phase 2 . Stanza 2

Years later : mother, now grown up, lavghs

with the poet while loot'{fnj at the snapshot.

Phase 3 : Stamnza 3

Present day : mother is dead, and the poet

has nothing to say, only silence remains.



MOTHER AnD DAUGHTER

The poem guietly traces the bond between the poet and her
mother across three points in time.

— stanza / : the mother is a chid in an old photo
— stanza 2 . mother and dauyhfer Share one Iauyh
s starnza 3 : the dauyhfer /s lef+ alone with loss

A shared memory -

The sea holiday belonged to the mother's own past. Her
lavghter about i+ later becormes the dauyhfer's memory  too,

passed from one generation to the rext.

foles reverse over time -
In stanza /, the mother (s the young one in the picture. '37
Stanza 3, the dauyhf‘er is the one lef+ to remember and

yﬂ'eve .



NCERT THIMK ET OUT : Q /-9
& s
What does the word 'cardboard’ denote in the poem 7 Why

has this word been uvsed 7

Hint : Cardooard means the phof‘oﬂraph t'f'_':el-e prfn)"ec/ on a
Ll card. It shows how oid phofoyraphs were moum"ed, and
hints at something that has lasted while the people have not.
i i

What has the camera captured 7
— Hint : the poet three girls, Frozen

The photo has frozen the mother and her two cousins

paddling at the beach, a moment «ept +orever though the girls

grew old.

QA3 -

What has nrot chanﬂed over the years 7 Dioet fhs Suﬂye.ﬂ"
SOmef'hfnj to Y ou 4

Hint The sea has noft chanjed. Lt shows that nature s

timeless while human Iife s transient, this is the poem's v(ey

contrast.

ok

The poet's mother /auyhed at the srnapshot. What did this

la uyh indicate 7

Hint - Her /auyh was easy on the surface bout 'lapboured’

beneath i, a Zufef', controlled way of couen‘nj the sadness of

lost time.



NMCERT THIAMK IT OUT - Q -7
IS

What is the mean:'ny of the line 'Both wry with the Iabogred

ease of loss.' 7

e
Hint : The lavgh loowed natural and easy, wry and  gently
ironic, but i+ tooKk real efort to lauyh instead of ﬁeelt'ny the

loss of the past.

Qe -

What ;'does '"this circomstance reder to 7

Hint : It refers to the fact that the poef’s mother 1S nrow

dead, for nearly as many years as that girl in the photo
had lived.

- i
The three stanzas dep:'cf' three different phases. What are f’hey

7

Hint : Phase /y tThe photograph and the mother as a girl.
Phase 2, years later, the mother laughing at the snapshot.

Phase &, the present, atter the mother's deaf'h, only silence.




EXTRACT BASED PRACTICE
Kead each extract below carepullyd then answer the Zuesﬁons

that +ollow it. These are NMCERT'sS own ZueSh'onS on the poem.

Extract A (Stanza 2, last two lines) -

I Was her past, mine s her Iauyhfer. 301‘5"wr7/
|

: With the laboured ease of loss.

o

What s the meant'nﬁ of the line 'Both wry with the laboured

ease of loss.! 7

Extract B (Stanza 3) :-

Now she's been dead nearly as many years
As that jfrl lived. And of this drcumstance
There is nof’hiny to say at all

I
I
|
I
I
1
|
|
1
]

Lts silence silences.
e .
What does 'this circumstance’ refer to, and what does the last

line 'Its silence silences' tell us about the poet's 3»'4'6# 7



cCOmmOr MISTAKES TO AVOID

— 'cardpboard' s not a wish, i+ means the photo
= always Iink 'transient' to the sea's permanence
—'Zuofe 'Its silence silences’ exactly, do not paraphrase
— name all three stanzas as three separate time phases
— never call this poem a fonnet; It Is free verse

Exam tip -
For a long answer, always svpport your point with the exact
line +Hrom the poem, then explain i+ in your own words.

»

Exam fip -

Keep your paraphrase Simple. Examiners reward a clear meanlny ﬁ

over a -pancy one that drifts +Hrom the actval line.
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STRUCTURE : photo (S7) -> lavghter (52} >
silence (S3).

DEVICES : imagery, symbol, contrast,
repetition, enjambment, +ree verse.

THEME : nature's permarence vs human
transience mof‘her—dauyhfer bond - yriep.

TONE - nosf'afgic -> wry -> Ssombre.




QUICK RECALL
st poel | Shirley Tovlson, form : free uverse

— 3 stanzas = 3 phases : photo, lavghter, silence

—* Ky contrast [ the sea ws fthe y:'rls' feet

= ey device : repetition in 'silence silences’ ..

— theme : time, memory, loss, mof‘her—dauyhfer bond

— tone moves  nostalgic, wry, then sombre

— glossary : paddling, transient

Last linre to remember .-

t’ff's silence silences.” ]

GrieF so deep that there are no words left, only Zu:'ef'.




