Father to Son

Elizabeth U—Qnm}?gs - H’ornbfll, Class '/
ABOUT THE POEm

This poem stands on i+s own In our notes, even fhouyh

the WNCEKRT booKk prints it f{?h‘f’ after the Sik [oad
chapter. Pt yc a <hort lyr:'c poem, four stanzas of six lines

each, twenty four lines in all.

NCEKRT's own note -

The poem s auf'obtbﬂraphical in nature and describes the

relationship between a father and his son.

Poet -

— Elizabeth Jennings, English poet

2%
rForm -

— 9 stanzas x & lines, spoen by the father

Chapf'er (as Struck belcow) J-

— Site—FRoac—Cl—t Father to Son, Ch 7/ (own deliveraple)

Bit THEMES AT A GLAMCE

—*yeneraﬁ'on 9ap between »Caf'her and jn}wn up  son
— love that is real but never spoken aloud

— the need for communication bepore it is Foo late



Foll P oerm

Stanzas / and 2

I do not understand this child
Thouyh we have lived foyefher Now

In the same house for years. L «now
/Vof'hfnﬂ of him, so try fto build

Up a, relationship from how

¢ He was when small. Yet have I «illed

The seed T spent or Sown 1+ where

The land is his and none of mine?
We speak like strangers, there's no sign
Of undersfandf'nj in the air.

This child (s built to my de:{gn

;2 Yet what he loves LI cannot share.

Mote -
fead stanza / and 2 aloud once. MNotice the father speacs

in the Hrst person, So  we he.ar only his side of the Sf'ory.

ﬁhyme spot - )
e stanza / - child/bw'ld, now/hOw, KnOW/Kﬂ/ed

& Sfanza 2 where/at'r, mt'ne/_s{gn, desgn/share



/¥

Foll Poem

Stanzas 3 and 9

Silence surrounds us. I wovuld have
Him prod{ga/, ref'urniny fo

His father's house, the home he «Unew,
Rather than see him make and mouve
His world. T would cgr've him too,

Shapf}’)ﬂ from sorrow a rew love.

Father and son, we both must live

On the same globe and the same land,
He speaxs: I cannot understand
/l/lyselﬁi why anger grows From 9#670-
We each put out an empty hand,

29 LOr)ﬂfnﬁ for Somef'hfnﬂ to ﬁo::g.&/e.

Stanza

& stanza 3

— stanza <

Mote -

sides.

ﬁhyme SEE A

3 and 9 turn From ﬂw'h" to  hope.

have/moue, f'o/f'oo, Knew/loue

The

lt've/ﬂn'ewc, Iand/ha nd, understa nd/ﬁocgai/e

father

mouves From contusion to a wish for po»:gfveness on both



WORD MEANINGS - Part 7 (Stanzas 7-2)
build (a relaﬁ'onshnjo) =

to slowly create closeress, here starting almost from nothing.

the seed I spent o-

a metaphor for the eflort and love the father once put into rai_ﬂhﬂ his

Son.

Sermi i
planted it, continves the same farming metaphor for bringing up a

child.

desryn G
a plan or blueprint, here the Father's own shape or nrature passed on

to the son.

S?‘ranyers J-
people  who do not Know each other, vsed as a simile for how Father

and son now tal«. <

for years .-

Stresses how Iony this Zw'ef' distance has already Iasfed, not Somef’h#hﬂ

Suc/den or new,



WorR> MEANIM=S - Part 2 (Stanzas 3-9)
procffga/ ;-

here i+ points to the Pfod{'ga/ Son of the St'ble, the son who lef+ home

and later retu rred.

Shapahﬂ s-

porm:'n\g or f‘urn{nﬁ 50mef’hfnﬂ into a new shape, vsed for f'urnf]nﬁ Sorrow
: | 4

info Jove. :

9Iobe Z-

the earth, used to stress that father and son share the very same

world.

grief -

a
deep sorrow, here it is the hidden +eeling behind the son's anger.

lonﬂfnﬁ i

a Sf'ronﬂ, achr'nﬂ wish for _fomef’hiny not yef' there, here +for ﬁofgt'veness.

maKe and moue Chis world) :-

build his own separate l:'vCe, Away from his father's Known ways.



STANVZA / - Line by Line
I do not understand this child
Thouyh we have lived foyefher Now
In the same house +or years. I Know »
/Vof'hfnﬂ of him, so try o build
Up a relationship +rom how

o He was when small. }/ef' have L «Killed

Paraphrase :-

The Father admits he does nrot f'ruly Know his own chflc/,
f'hough f'hey have shared orne house For years. He loarely

remembers what his son was like as a boy, and as«s

himself £ he wasted the love he once gave.

&

Key phrase .-

—'T hnow nof‘hiny of him' shows his honest contusion



STANVZA 2 - Line by Line
The seed I spent or Sown it where
The land is his and none of mine?
We speax like strangers, there's no  sign
0f undersf'andfny in the air.
This child is built to my design

;2 Yet what he loves L cannot share.
Paraphrase s
He wonders £ his years of effort were wasfed, Since his

son's Iife  nrow belonﬁs -Pully to  himselt The7 talk  like
strangers, with no undersf'andinﬂ between them. The son

looks like his father but does not share his father's likes.

Key phrase :-

— 'We speax like sfranyers' is the poem's central simile
.



STANVZA 3 - Line by Line
Silence surrounds us. I would have
Him prodigal, returning to
His Father's thSe, the home he “new,
Rather than see him mawe and mouve
His world. I would Loryt'ue him too,
/5 Shaping from Ssorrow a° new love.
Paraphrase .-
A heavy silence sits between them. The father secretly wishes
his son wovuld return home Ilike the Proc/i'gal Son, instead of

buildiny his own separate world. Even so, he says he _guould

-poryai/e him and turn his sorrow info new love.

Key phrase :-

— ' Silence surrounds vus' perSom}CJ‘es the silence between them



STANZA 9 - Line by Lime
Father and son, we both must live

On the same globe and the same land,
He speaks: I cannot understand
Mhyself,  why anger grows From ﬂr:’eﬁ.
We each put out an empty hand,
27 Longing for something to ﬁo»:gfue.
Paraphrase :- o
Father and son share the same world and the same blood,
7/ef‘ cannot understand orne another. The son too admits he
cannot explain why his yn'ewc turns into anger. Both reach

out an empty hand, each hopt'ny the other still has
something to Po::gt'ue.

Key phrase :-

- 'an empfy hand' Symboh'ses an offer with nof‘ht'nﬂ Sure In It



POETLC DEVICES - Part /
Simile -

'We speak ke Sfranyers' compares the Hather and son's

falk to that of two people  who do not «now each other at
all.

Metaphor .-
Whe seced I spent or sown i and ‘bult to my  design'
vse So:ufnj and bw‘ldfby as mef'aphors for rafsmﬁ and

Shapfny a child.

Personification :-

‘e
'Silence Surrounds Ui 9!1/85 silence the power fo close Iin on

the father and son like a wall.

Sanbo/ o
— 'an empfy hand' stands for an untinished offer of peace

/?epeh'hbn =
'"The same houSe', 'Yhe same ylobe and the same land'
repeat  'the same’ again and again, stressing how physically

close father and son reallyf are.



POETEIC DEVICES - Part 2

Biolical allusion .-

'Him prod{ga/, ref'urm'nﬁ to His father's house' recalls the
Bible's parable of the Prod{ga/ Son, who leaves and  then

returns home.

Contrast / Juxtaposition :-
Closeness and distance sit side by .Sl'de, .'f'he SaArme 9lobe
and the same land' aya:‘nsf' 'T  cannotf undersf'and', Show[nﬂ

love without real undersf'andfnﬂ.

Enjambment -

/Many lines run on without a pavse, for example 'so try
= build / Up a relationship Bram haw /0 He Sas when
small’, mirroring  how the son's story Keeps shpping past

the father.

[Phetorical Zuesﬂon s

— 'Yet have I Killed... where the land is his and roneot mine?’

Alliteration - .
'Shapiny from Sorrow a new love' repeats  the so+ s’
sound in 'Shap:'ny' and 'sorrow', slowimj the line down liKe

a 5{9}’-



RHYME SCHEME AAD FORM
Structure .-

The poem has < stanzas of 6 lines each, called  sestets,
and s spoen fhrouyhouf in the father's own First person

volice.

Rhyme pattern :-

Each stanza loosely follows an ABCABC pattern, lines /
and 2, 2 and £ and 6 echo each other in sound.

/Mot -/:ully consistent -

Many of these echoes are half rhymes, not perfect ones,
for example 'child / build' and 'know / «Killed' in stanza /.

So  the rhyme is close but not a strict; textbooKk scheme.

Why it matters .-

— imperfect rhyme guietly echoes the imperfect bond  *



THEME AMD CEWNTRAL IDEA
Central idea :-
A father who lives under one roof with his grown son still

Feels  he barely Unows him, and longs to cose that 9ap

bewCore :f' 9r0w5 any wtder

Main themes -

— generation gap between a Father and his adult son
— 7o fooe at—att really: love that is real but unspocen
*

— the need +or horest communication, and for -Porjfueness

Universal appeal :-
Thouyh the poem s aufobtbﬁraphfcal, this Zw'ef' distance
between parent and grown child s something mary families

feel, which is why the poem reads as universal too.



TONVE ANVD MO0D

Torne :-

*reﬁecﬁl/e, W'?;%L;ﬁﬁ? f’ruly.' reyreﬁpul and tender

The father s nof blamt'ny his - Son. He s Zueshbmby

himSelJ:, convce.ssfnﬂ his own convcusion, and hop:'nﬂ Zu:‘ef‘ly for

a way back to c/loseness.

Shif+ in mood -
Stanza / and 2 sit with ﬂui/f’ and contusion. Stanza 3

and 9 move towards hope, fo::giveness and a shared, A

uncertain, lonﬂfnﬂ.

Ouerall %e/inj - .
-*achfny but not hopeless, a father still reacht'ny out



TITLE ANMD THE FATHERS cHARACTER
Why 'Father to Son' --

The title names the direction of the poem's voice, a Ffather

5peab<in9 abovut, and almost to, his " sop fhou‘gh the son

barely answers bacK.

The father, as a character -

ﬁ'ﬁﬂd_a'ﬁdﬁm'ﬂy f'ru/y: 9uilf' rfc/c/en, wants closeness

-

— honest about his own Hailure to understand his son

_a,hope-ﬁb/, feady fo porytl/e and start a rew «ind of love

HOW the somn s shown /-
We never hear the son c/irecf'ly, except the one line 'He
speaks: L cannot understand /1/17/.53/70. He too feels the

same contfusion as his £ather.



NCERT'S OwWwn rOTES On THIS POEM
Notes (as given in the booK) -
The poem s avtobiographical in  nature and describes the

relationship between a father and his son.

Understanding the poem, guestions are based on -

— the unfuersalﬁy of the experience descrived »

— phrases in the poem

—>rh7/me Scheme In the poem

Why this matters for exams /-
These three points are the exact areas +rom which Zuesﬁons

6 This poerm are sel;, so fthe next pages answer each one

in turn.

Where i+ sits in the booAk .-

Ln the pr:'nf'ecf Hornbill booK this poerm comes r{ghf' atter
the Silk [oat chapter, but on ovr list i counts as S

own, Sseparate chapter.



THIMK IT OUT - Q/ and Q2

Q/. Does the poem talk of an exclusively personal

gxperignce or s it ﬁair/y universal 7

Thg bey:’ns as ‘a ;;ersona/, aufoblbyraphfcal experience, the
poet's  own -ﬁ‘amily. But the g9ap it describes, love without
undersf'anc{inﬁ between 9eneraﬁon5, is- A ﬁeelfny many

-pamf’lfes share, S0 1+ becomes universal as well.

Q2. How is the Father's helplessness brought out =
He can only conpeSS, Zueshbn and hope, nrot force closeness.

Lines like 'IT «know nofhfny of him' and 'what he loves &L

carmo'f' share' show he +eels shut out of his own son's Iife.



THIMK T OUT - Q3 and Q9
Qs. fdenfﬁcf phrases and lines Sho:ufnﬁ distance

between father and son.

—'T do not understand this child'

- We spea like strangers, there's no sigr’
= '}/e.f' what he loves I cannot share'

— 'Silence surrounds us'

QY. Does the poem have a consistent rhyme scheme 7

Mot Q}//y. Each stanza loosely follows an ABCABC pattern,

but many rhymes are half rhyme.S, not perpecf‘ Bnes; <o il

/s cdose to a scheme rather than a strict; consistent one.



PRACTICE : EXTRACT BASED (/)
I do not understand this child
Thouyh we have lived fogether now
In the same house for years. LI Unow
/Vof'hf'nj of him, so fry 1o build

Qla) Who is the speaer of these lines 7

— the -paf'her, Speab(fny about® his own grown up Son

Qle) What does 'this child’ really mearn here 7

= his Son, Now grown, still called 'child' out of habit

Ql) NMame one deuice vsed in these lines.

— e)ambment, the sense runs on past the line breaks

QAld) What does 'so try to builc/'. show about him 7

— he s mam'ny a real, conscious e-ﬁ;corf', not yiw'nﬂ vp



PRACTICE : EXTRACT BASED (27
Silence surrounds vs. T would have
Hirm prod{ga/, ref'urnfnﬁ to
His father's house, the home he Unew,

Qla) Explain 'prod{gal' n your own words.

— i+ recalls the Bible's son who /eﬁf‘, then returned home

QAlo) What does 'Silence surrounds us' suggest 7

B Silence (£ persom'ﬁed, closinﬂ in like a wall

Ql) What does the ﬁm;her secref'!y wish for 7

— that his son would come back to his o/d, Known ways

Ql(d) What peelt'nj lies under this silence 7

— regret mixed with hope, rot real anger at his son



COmm v MISTAKES | EXAm TIPS
Mistake J -

—do not call the tone only angry', it is mainly regret

Mistake 2 -

*'prod{gal' does nrot Just mean rich, + is a Bible echo

Mistake 3 .-

— don't say f'h_e_-rhyme sScheme s pervcécf', i s a halt rhyme
9

Mistake < .-

— remember NMCEKRT calls the poem avtobiographical, guote it

Mistake $- -

aja%#=sn=(==|%?m¥7= personal AMD  universal

S
Always link every device you™ name back to the actual line,

examiners reward ew'dence, not \jusf' the name of the deuvice.



SUMMARY :

'Father to Son' s Elizabeth J'énm'nys's auf‘obnbyraphical
poem aboutl a father who lives with  his grown  son et
feels he barely KnowsS him. He Zuesﬂons whether his years
of care were wasf'ed, since +ather and son row speac "like

]
.Sf'fanyers .

Silence and distance surround them, buf the Father still

hopes for his son's return, or ﬁa:’/uhy that, for po»:giueness
on both sides. The poem closes on fwo empfy, outstretched
hand_(, each Iony:'ny for Somef’hfnﬂ fo ﬁoryfue.

Lt works both as one vCarm’ly's private Sf'ory and as a
pircture of the ~9emem§r1"&)m 9ap that many parents and

children Zut'ef‘ly live with.
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Poet .-

— Elizabeth J-Qnm'nys

Form .-

— 4 stanzas x 6 lines, father's first person voice

Key :ﬂayes -

— strangers, silence, seed, empty hand

Key device -
— biblical allusion to the Prod{gal Son

All the best ?



